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Raising the Curtain  
 
Background: 
 
Raising the Curtain is a ground-breaking three-year project that combines 
Community-based Participatory Research with Community Engaged Arts 
Practice to explore the question: “What is the lived experience of dementia” 
through the ideas, creativity and perspectives of those living it.  
 
Who: 
 
The project is a partnership between artists, health-care professionals and 
academia:   

 

 

Bruce Devereux, Christenson Village 
Bruce is the Recreation and Volunteer Manager for Good 
Samaritan Christenson Village (a 140-person care home 
in Gibsons). He has focused his professional development 
on the emerging creative care movement, and has 
received certification as a TimeSlips facilitator, a story 
creation process developed by Professor Anne Basting 
that replaces the pressure to remember with the freedom 
to imagine. Bruce recently received the BC Caretakers 
Innovation of the Year Award. 
 

 

Colleen Reid, Douglas College 
Colleen is on faculty at Douglas College in the Dept of 
Therapeutic Recreation and is an adjunct professor at 
UBC, SFU, and Dalhousie University. Currently she is co-
lead on the community-based participatory research 
projects “Creating Upstream Change in Community Mental 
Health” and “Raising the Curtain on the Lived Experience 
of Dementia.” Colleen's research and teaching focus on 
critical social research methods, community development, 
the determinants of health, and leisure and recreation.  
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Chad Hershler, Deer Crossing the Art Farm 
Chad is the Executive and Artistic director of Deer 
Crossing The Art Farm – a Sunshine Coast based 
organization of creative community builders. Since The Art 
Farm was officially formed in 2008, Chad has overseen 
the development of an annual outdoor festival 
(Synchronicity), FUSE Community Work Hub, seven 
seasons of The Rainforest Circus, and the Smart Farm 
Project. Learn more at www.deercrossingtheartfarm.org. 

 

Why: 
 
The data from this project will be used to generate art installations and a 
theatrical production. Data will also be used to write research briefs. These 
activities will raise awareness about the lived experiences of dementia and aging. 
It will foster engagement and provide meaningful connections between people 
with dementia, caregivers and the broader community.  
 
When: 
 
This is a two-year project with two phases for participants: 
 

• Phase I:  October 2017 to December 2017 
• Phase II: April 2018 to June 2018 

 
Where: 
 
Lower Sunshine Coast 
 
What: 
 
The project will involve a series of community-engaged workshops. While the 
project will lead to a full theatrical production, the first two years are devoted to 
script development, creative engagement and collaborative research activities.  
 
Learn More: 
 
Maggie Bosse, Research Coordinator 
maggie@deercrossingtheartfarm.org  |  778-229-5945 
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Research Participants - Overview 
 
Research participants will be involved in several workshops where they will be 
invited to participate in a range of art-making activities focused on a specific 
theme related to the lived experience of dementia and aging.  
 
Qualifications: 
 

• Identify as living with early stage dementia 
• Reside in the lower Sunshine Coast 
• Be able to attend meetings and participate in group discussion 

 
Activities: 
 

1) Up to 8 community-engaged arts workshops. (approx. 2 hours each) with 
a 10-15 minute structured interview to follow 

2) Up to 3 focus groups. (30-60 minutes each) 

 
Time Commitment and Compensation: 
 

• October 2017 – December 2017 and April 2018 to June 2018 
 

• Approximately 2-4 hours per week (with hours varying by week)  
 

• Research participants will receive an honoraria for their participation in 
each phase of the project (Phase 1 - $150; Phase 2 - $150) 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1) Do I need to have any experience or creative skills? 
 

No – You don’t need experience. In fact, we are hoping to have a broad section 
of people participate in the project, representing different backgrounds. 
 
2) What will I be doing? 
 

Research participants will be involved in several workshops where they will be 
invited to participate in a range of art-making activities focused on a specific 
theme related to the lived experience of dementia and aging. They will also 
participate in short structured interviews and focus groups.   

 
3) How long is this project? 
 

Phase I of the project will occur from October 2017 to December 2017.   
Phase II of the project will occur from April 2018 to June 2018. 
 
4) How many hours will I work each week? 
 

Approximately 2-4 hours per week (with hours varying by week)  
 
5) Will my privacy and confidentiality be protected? 
 

Team members and other research participants will know your identity. However, 
your confidentiality will be maintained in the following ways: you will be asked to 
select a pseudonym. Your real name will not be used in the analysis or final 
write-up for the research study. Additionally, we will review all data and strip it of 
information that could reveal your identity.  
 
6) What will the data from this project be used for? 
 
The data will be used to write research briefs for service providers in the 
community, academic publications, conference presentations, and possibly other 
forms of dissemination. The data will also be used to generate art installations 
and a theatrical production.  These activities will raise awareness about the lived 
experiences of dementia and aging. 


